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ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION 

REBUILDING I-93 SALEM TO MANCHESTER 

 
From the onset of the I-93 Improvements project planning, the New Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion (NHDOT) has carefully studied the impacts on wetlands.  Throughout the planning stages, mitigation of 
wetland impacts have followed a sequential approach of: 
 
1. Avoidance ~ selection of the alternative that 

provides maximum roadway improvements 
while minimizing impacts to wetlands. 

2. Minimization ~ using design standards such 
as steeper side slopes or construction of 
retaining walls to minimize wetland impacts. 

3. Compensation ~ creating new wetland areas 
and/or preserving existing wetlands & con-
servation land. 

 
Even though the practices of avoidance and minimi-
zation were employed, direct wetland impacts re-
sulting from the selected improvement alternative 
(i.e., four lanes in both directions) total approxi-
mately 77 acres.   
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Town Acres Affected Acres Mitigated* 

Salem 23 90 

Windham 18 318 

Derry 5 200 

Londonderry 26 292 

Manchester 5 120 

Total 77 1,020 

Wetlands Mitigation Summary 

*Includes restoration, preservation and creation 

Wetland Mitigation Site #31: Pelham Road  

The NHDOT, working in cooperation 
with other State and Federal natural 
resource agencies, reached out to the 
local communities along the I-93 corri-
dor to obtain recommendations and 
information in developing a list of po-
tential mitigation sites.  In all, more 
than 60 sites, comprised of more than 
7,000 acres of land, were researched, 
visited, and assessed by NHDOT and 
other agencies/departments.  The cul-
mination of these efforts is a mitigation 
package of 17 sites protecting over 
1,000 acres of land.  Within five of 
these parcels, approximately 27 acres 
of new wetlands will be created. 
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In addition to the specific mitigation sites, 
the NHDOT has committed to: 
 
• $3 million in funding to the NH Depart-

ment of Environmental Services 
(NHDES) Drinking Water Supply Land 
Grant Program to be used to purchase 
property rights to protect Massabesic 
Lake, the water supply for Manchester 
and portions of Derry and London-
derry. 

• Studying wildlife crossing issues at 
existing culverts at Policy Brook and 
Porcupine Brook in  Salem, Beaver 
Brook in Derry and Cohas Brook in 
Manchester. 

• Development and $3.5 million in fund-
ing for the Community Technical Assis-
tance Program (CTAP) to assist com-
munities and address the growth and 
development associated with the 
southern I-93 corridor. 

 
The aforementioned programs’ significant 
land protection effort, in combination with 
the commitment to funding, reduces the 
overall project impacts to an acceptable 
level.  On May 2, 2006, the NHDES issued 
the final approval of the Wetlands Permit 
and the 401 Water Quality Certificate.  
NHDOT continues to move forward and is 
currently in the process of obtaining the 
required permits from the Army Corp of 
Engineers. 
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Wetland Mitigation Site #16: Sybiak Property 

For more information on wetland mitigation  
see the project website, RebuildingI93.com  

www.rebuildingI93.com 
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